Significance of the computed tomography finding of subcapsular hepatic necrosis in liver transplantation.
To evaluate the clinical significance of the computed tomographic finding of subcapsular hepatic necrosis following liver transplantation. 105 computed tomography scans performed in 50 allografts, 6 days to 4 years following transplantation, were retrospectively reviewed and divided into two groups: those with and those without the computed tomographic finding of subcapsular hepatic necrosis. Extrahepatic fluid, biliary dilatation, circumcaval rings, periportal collar, biochemistry, and random biopsies were correlated with the computed tomographic finding of subcapsular hepatic necrosis. Computed tomographic finding of subcapsular hepatic necrosis was demonstrated at some point in 21 (42%) patients and was never demonstrated in 29 (58%) patients. The association of periportal collar with the computed tomographic finding of subcapsular hepatic necrosis was significant; there was no significant association with other computed tomographic findings. There was no significant difference in serum transaminases between the two groups. There was no significant difference in necrosis on biopsy between the two groups; however, the association of acute cellular rejection with the computed tomographic finding of subcapsular hepatic necrosis was significant. Computed tomographic finding of subcapsular hepatic necrosis is a common finding following liver transplantation, which has little clinical prognostic significance.